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2025- Year to Think Smart

The new year brings hopes and aspirations. We make new promises. We 
look forward to right our wrongs, and forge new paths. We try to capital-
ize on our gains from the past year, and aim to strengthen our new posi-

tion. There is a positive synergy among the stakeholders, and an atmosphere 
of immense possibilities loom large over the horizon.

The year 2024 was momentous for agriculture. With a respectable food 
grain output of 328.9 million metric tonnes, India has displayed its stability 
in production front. On the policy front, several new policies debuted. The 
Clean Plant Program (CPP) anchored focus on supplying disease-free, 
climate-resilient, and high-yielding planting material to realise enhanced 
quality and productivity in horticulture sector. The Digital Agricultural 
Mission (DAM), Expansion of Agricultural Infrastructure Fund (AIF), National 
Mission on Edible Oils and National Mission on Natural Farming have all 
been built up on the already established platform of raising production and 
productivity of clean, safe and nutritious food.

The gains made on the digital front in agriculture sector is particularly 
interesting. The year ahead will also capitalise on the gains made on this 
front. With more than 2800 agri startups powering the Indian farm sector, 
hopes and aspirations are ripe for a complete digital overhaul. We might be 
lucky to see an overdose of AI, satellite imaging, geo spatial coordinates, 
drones and precision farming. The year 2025, will thus become a 
very important year with agri digitization becoming a more common 
denominator. With the after effects of climate change a more predictable 
occurrence, the year will also see interventions and strategies to adapt and 
mitigate to the changes. We might be able to see more developments on 
research and policy front. Biofuels and energy efficient machinery are other 
important interventions that hopefully would become an integral part of 
the agri infrastructure. While we are keen to reduce the losses associated 
with agri outputs, we might as well think about climate smart technologies. 
Farmer producer organizations and other similar collectives will 
play a big role in universalization of digital and climate 
smart technologies.

Agriculture has been constantly evolving 
with the challenges it is exposed to. This 
puts an immense amount of pressure 
on the sector and the stakeholders. 
Innovators and researchers not only 
have to keep up with this, but also 
have to make sure that innovations 
reach the farmers on time. The way 
we are compressing time through 
digitization will only be useful, if 
we are also able to condense the 
time in bureaucratic processes. 
The only way to keep up the 
momentum will be to be act and 
think smart.

Happy New Year!!

From The group Editor's Desk 
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